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UNITED STATES. 



REPORTS TO THE SURGEON-GENERAL, PUBLIC HEALTH AND MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE . 

PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon McCoy reports: 

INFECTED GROUND SQUIRREL. 

A plague-infected ground squirrel was found August 9, 1910, at 
Cragmont, Alameda County, Cal. 

The finding of this squirrel is of more than ordinary interest, as the 
animal came from that part of Alameda County in which measures 
have been carried on for the creating of a squirrel-free zone around 
the cities of Berkeley and Oakland. The squirrel was found in ap- 
proximately the same locality that furnished a number of infected 
squirrels during the early months of the current calendar year. 

A few days ago it was found after a thorough examination that 
some squirrels had migrated into this zone and measures were taken 
to exterminate them. On the first day of the work this infected 
squirrel was found. Whether this squirrel is one of the few that 
probably escaped the squirrel exterminative measures that were car- 
ried on in this vicinity some months ago or whether it represents 
immigration from the outside can not be determined. Vigorous 
measures are being taken to completely exterminate this focus. 

ANIMALS EXAMINED FOR PLAGUE INFECTION. 

During the week ended August 13, 1910, there were examined for 
plague infection at the federal laboratory at San Francisco and the 
branch laboratories at Oakland and Los Angeles, Cal., animals as fol- 
lows: Squirrels 3,084, gophers 6, rabbits 22, weasels 2, rats 2,228. 
The rats were identified as follows: Mus norvegicus 1,828, Mus rattus 
56, Mus museulus 272, Mus alexandrinus 72. 

The total number of animals examined was 5,342. One plague- 
infected squirrel was found. 

DISTRIBUTION OF POISON. 

In connection with the making of a squirrel-free zone around the 
cities on San Francisco Bay, 650 acres of land in Alameda County 
were covered with poison during the week ended August 13, 1910. 

SEATTLE, WASH. 

Assistant Surgeon Chapin reports: 

During the week ended August 13, 1910, 1,058 rats were collected. 
Of these, 961 were necropsied and examined for plague infection. No 
plague rats were found. 
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Record of Plague Infection. 





Place. 


Date of last 

case of human 

plague. 


California: 
Cities — 




Jan. 
Oct. 
Aug. 


30. 1908 

26. 1909 






Berkeley 


28, 1907 



Los Angeles Aug. 

Counties,— 

Alameda (exclusive of the city of Oakland ) . ! Sept. 



11, 1908 



Contra Costa i July 

Merced 

Monterey 

San Benito 

San Joaquin 

San Luis Obispo 

Santa Clara 

Santa Cruz 

Stanislaus 

Washington: 

Seattle 



21,1908 
None recorded. 

do 

June 5,1910 
None recorded. 

do 

do 

do 

do 



Date of last 

case of rodent 

plague. 



Total number 

of rodents 
found infected 
since May, 1907. 



Oct. 23, 1908 
Dec. 1,1908 
None recorded. 
Aug. 21, 1908 

Aug. 13, 1910 



June 
June 

do 

July 
June 
Jan. 
June 
May 
May 



1.1910 

6,1910 



Oct. 30,1907 ! Feb. 



11, 1910 
29, 1910 
29, 1910 
22, 1910 
17,1910 
21, 1910 

8,1910 



398 rats. 
126 rats. 

1 squirrel. 

82 squirrels, 1 

wood rat. 
243 squirrels. 

2 squirrels. 

4 squirrels. 
20 squirrels. 

5 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 
22 squirrels. 

3 squirrels. 
5 squirrels. 

22 rats. 



Rats Collected and Examined lor Plague Infection. 



Place. 


Week ended— 


Found 
dead. 


Total 
collected. 


Examined. 


Found 
infected. 


California: 


Aug. 13,1910 




ol21 


93 

551 

1,556 

961 







37 


'652 







do.. 


68 


C2.082 
1,058 





Washington: 


do 














a Identified, Mus norvegicus 93, Mus musculus 28. 

^Identified, Mus norvegious 547, Musrattus 1, Mus musculus 138. 

"Identified, Mus norvegious 1,588, Mus ratlus, 69, Mus musculus, 306. 



Squirrels Collected and Examined for Plague Infection. 




Place. 


Week ended— 


Trapped 
and shot. 


Found 
dead. 


Examined. 


Found 
infected. 


California: 
Cities- 


Aug. 13, 1910 
do 


8 

30 
155 
599 
639 

83 
149 

43 
354 
266 
442 
301 




8 

40 
155 
595 
627 

83 
149 

43 
348 
255 
435 
296 





Counties— 


10 


1 




do 







do 









do 









do 







do 









do 









do 









do 









do 


1 







do 














Otner Animals Collected and Examined. 



Place. 


Week ended— 


Animals collected. 


Examined. 


Found 
infected. 


California: 
Cities- 


Aug. 13, 1910 . 
. ...do 








San Francisco 









Counties- 




21 rabbits 







.do. . 











...do 




















